
Representing Cultural
Heritage in School



Why are we talking about
this....

because



In the UK 20% of the population are not white.
 

In London 55% of the population are not white.
 

In Yorkshire 11% of the population are not white.
 

In Kirklees 23% of the population are not white.
 

In Dewsbury 36% of the population are not white.
 

In our School Community 45% of the population are not white.
 

In our School 94% of the children are not white.



Within our school the families identify themselves as coming from the
following ethnic backgrounds:

 
Pakistani

Other White Background
Indian
Kurdish

White British
White + Asian
White English
White + Black
Gypsy Roma
Bangladeshi

Asian and Black
Chinese
Mixed



And the children or their parents have been born in the following
countries:

 
United Kingdom

Pakistan
India
Iraq

Spain
Italy

Roumania
Poland

Hungary
Czechoslovakia

Latvia
Bosnia and Herzegovina

Australia
China



In the Primary school National Curriculum for History and Geography
the following words...

 

Are mentioned  0   times.
 

Culture 

Ethnic

Inclusivity
Migration 

Colonialism

Black

Asian



Questions educators need to be asking
Are we developing our cultural knowledge in

the same way we would our academic?
How often do we start or engage with a

conversation about race with our students? 
Do your classroom resources reflect the true

culture or is there a bias?
Do you recognise all cultural celebrations or

just the western ones?



Questions educators need to be asking

When teaching historical periods like
Victorians, are we teaching the whole picture

or just the one you can see from a White
British lens?

Out of the last 3 core texts you used how
many characters were culturally diverse? 
How much MODERN black history are we

teaching?
 



Questions educators need to be asking

How can we move away from a Black History
Month and teach Black history throughout
the year and throughout the curriculum?

Are we using resources like skin colour
crayons to reflect our society?

Are we using culturally diverse clip art in our
lessons?

 



What are our thoughts about these questions?
And in particular when we teach black history what

does it look like?
 
 
 
 



Are our children too young to talk about race?

Studies show that babies recognise differences in skin colour and
hair textures, says Rebecca Bigler, Ph. D., an associate professor of

psychology at the University of Texas at Austin, who has studied
children's racial attitudes. Even before they can talk to their

children, parents can teach through their actions. In addition, do
your best to expose your child to a diverse environment. It's

important for kids to see their parents interact socially with people
of other racial and ethnic groups.

 
While it’s important to talk about physical differences (hair type,

skin and eye colour, and even height), you should also call attention
to the special talents inherent in diversity. Try, “Everybody is special,

and so-and-so is special because his family can speak another
language,” says Harriett Romo, Ph.D., director of the Child and

Adolescent Policy Research Institute at the University of Texas at
San Antonio. By doing this, you’ll teach them to focus less on how

someone looks and more on what they offer."

Age 6
months to

1 year
At birth babies look equally at faces of all
races. At 3 months, babies look more at

faces that match the races of their
caregivers. Kelly et all, 2005



Are our children too young to talk about race?

When children become more vocal, it's normal for them to
spontaneously start talking about skin colour. So help your child by
replying in a calm, positive tone, "Yes, he does have brown skin. It's
not the same as yours, but it's a really nice colour too." It's also fine
to bring up people's physical differences before your child does. A
smart time to do this is when you're playing with toys and already

pointing out various physical attributes: "This doll has a hat on, that
one doesn't; this one has dark skin, that one doesn't."

Ages 2 to
3

Children as young as 2 use race to reason
about people's behaviours.

Hirschfield, 2005
And by 30 months, most children use race

to choose playmates.
Katz and Kofkin, 1997

 



Are our children too young to talk about race?

It's common for children this age to assign positive traits to people
of their own ethnic group and negative traits to people who look

different, says Dr. Bigler. As a result, you may hear troubling
comments like "That boy has funny-looking eyes" or "Her skin is
dirty." The best way to respond is to rebut these statements in a

calm, straightforward manner ("Her skin isn't dirty, it's just not like
yours. People are all different skin colours").Talk to them about

smashing stereotypes by learning about the important contributions
made by people of colour. Chapter-book series such as Who

Was? illustrate the accomplishments of men and women like Jackie
Robinson, Malala Yousafzai, and Frida Kahlo. Celebrate your child’s

own cultural strengths, and encourage them to step it up. “For
example, if you see someone struggling with a language barrier,
help them out and tell your child, ‘See how important it is that we

speak two languages and can help [translate].’” 

Ages 4 to
6

Expressions of racial prejudice often peak
at ages 4 and 5.

Aboud, 2008



Are our children too young to talk about race?

Racial attitudes tend to improve around this age. Children become
receptive to the idea that we're different and alike at the same time,

so stress this concept whenever possible, says Dr. Bigler. For
example, if your child points out that a friend at school has hair

texture that's different from his, say, "That's true, his hair isn't like
yours, is it? But you both love playing baseball." The key is to find a
way to point out similarities so your child doesn't get the idea that
children of another race are so very different from him. Older kids
are also more likely to be exposed to news about racial injustices

and stereotypes, whether in the classroom or at home during
evening broadcasts, so it’s critical to dispel cultural myths. “To get
them to understand that you shouldn’t make generalistions about

people before getting to know them, say, ‘Some kids like vanilla ice
cream, but not all kids like vanilla ice cream, so you can’t make a

statement that applies to everyone in a group.’” This will help them
focus on the individual instead of the group.

Ages 7 to 8



What are our thoughts?
Do you think we have representation in our school,

classrooms and curriculum? 
How?

 
 
 



I believe it important that our children and their
families feel represented through their cultural

heritage. 

What is cultural
heritage?



 
• tangible culture such as buildings, monuments, landscapes, books,
works of art and artifacts, including photographs, documents, books

and manuscripts, and instruments.
• intangible culture such as folklore, traditions (including music and

dances), language, and knowledge
• natural heritage including culturally significant landscapes, and

biodiversity
• Resources created in a digital form (for example digital art and

animation) or that have been digitalised as a way of ensuring their
preservation (including text, images, videos, and records) – digital

heritage

Cultural heritage includes 



Does your classroom resources
reflect the true culture or is

there a bias?

How do you represent
different cultures in your
classroom through these

ideas?



Cultural Heritage
Checklist

Think about the cultures represented by the
children and families in your class and year group.

Are the following reflected in your classroom?
 
 
 
 
 



We mapped out where the
key texts in English, in
each year group from

Nursery to Year 6, were
set.

Out of the last 3 core texts in
English you used how many
characters were culturally

diverse?



Nursery



Reception



Year 1   



Year 2  



Year 3  



Year 4  



Year 5  



Year 6  



Where can I find out
more?

Calder Valley Books for Change
Mirror Me Write

Little Inclusive Library
Knights of

Culturally Diverse Kids Books



Whole School 
This is what the whole school looks like. 



Early Years  



Year 1 and 2



Year 3 and 4



Year 5 and 6



Representation in children's books 
 

50% white
27% animals/other

10%  black
7% asian/ pacific islander

5% latinx
1% native american

 
What would your class library look like...



I looked at my books ...

 
 

33% are white
24% are animals or other

30% are black
12% are asian

 

What would your class library look like...






